
Welcome The Site
The Building

Welcome to the virtual exhibition 
of Tishman Speyer’s proposals to 
redevelop 1 Torrens Street.
We hoped to be able to show you our proposals for 
the site at a public event but unfortunately due to the 
ongoing effects of Coronavirus, this is not possible at 
the moment given both government advice and our 
commitment to community wellbeing.

As a result, this consultation is taking place ‘at-a-
distance’ – using a range of different feedback tools. 
We are committed to engaging widely and making 
sure everyone has an opportunity to have a say on 
the plans in a way that suits them. 

You can provide your feedback on the information 
set out in these boards by clicking on the ‘Feedback 
Form’ in the ‘Have Your Say’ section on our website. 

We are keen to understand the views of our 
neighbours and the local community before 
submitting a planning application to Islington Council.

 1torrensstreet.co.uk



The Site
Site Context
The site sits above Angel Tube Station entrance, and is predominantly office space 
with a pub at ground floor.

The site is not located within a conservation area. Nearby conservation areas include 
Duncan Terrace/ Colebrook Row and New River.
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The Site
Existing Issues 
There are a number of issues with the existing building, including:

• A tired interior, with an inefficient layout which not suited to modern 
occupier needs. The existing office floorplates are shallow and 
inflexible and there are multiple inefficient cores. 

• Carbon-intensive and outdated building services, that are towards 
the end of their usable life and require replacement. 

• An inefficient and poorly performing façade, that does not meet 
modern thermal performance targets and has poor energy efficiency. 

• A dated and poorly maintained existing building where the quality 
of the architecture does not reflect the prominent location of the 
building, and misses opportunity to provide a gateway to the Angel.

• A lack of ‘end of trip’ facilities (e.g. showers and changing) to 
encourage office tenants to use sustainable transport.

• Constrained public realm around the site, as well as an ineffective 
hidden courtyard, which is currently underused and inaccessible for 
disabled building users.

• Poor sustainability credentials with a lack of urban greening and 
biodiversity required to contribute to a greener city.
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The Proposals 
Our proposals will see the existing building’s structure retained 
and redeveloped to provide high-quality, flexible and sustainable 
employment accommodation, which is suitable for modern office 
occupiers and contributes positively to its neighbourhood. The key 
improvements we are looking to make include:

A new, contemporary 
building marking the 
gateway to the Angel area 
and the station

Retaining a significant 
amount of the existing 
building structure and 
saving embodied carbon

Refurbishing and 
reimagining the local pub 
and introducing new mixed-
use commercial space at 
the ground floor

Increasing high-quality, 
flexible employment 
space, including affordable 
workspace

Introducing a high-quality 
design which contributes 
positively to the character 
of the local area and seeks 
to respect the historic 
buildings nearby

Creating a more 
environmentally sustainable 
building, designed to modern 
standards and to address 
the Climate Emergency

Significantly improved 
public realm, generous 
pavements and a new 
through-route for the site

Proposal
Approach from Pentonville Road

Ensuring Angel 
Underground Station 
remains accessible and 
in operation throughout 
construction



Delivering contemporary office space  
The current office space is outdated and does not meet the requirements of modern 
office occupiers.  Our proposals will bring this office space into the 21st century in terms of 
sustainability and amenities.

New high quality-office space
By delivering more efficient floorplates and a consolidated single core to the building, we can 
deliver fantastic new office space, including affordable workspace, at this important location. 
The proposed office areas have been designed to be adaptable, flexible and able to respond 
to a variety of business needs.

Rooftop terraces
The scheme aims to deliver a variety of green spaces on multiple levels and the proposed 
design would sensitively introduce a roof terrace and terraces on the upper levels of the 
building. The terraces will have greening to add to the biodiversity of the general townscape.

We are committed to being good long-term neighbours and recognise the importance of 
safeguarding local amenity. As such, in consultation with L.B. Islington, we will develop an 
operational management plan, which would place limits on the hours of operation and 
capacity to ensure the terraces are used appropriately by future tenants.

Cycle facilities
Our proposals will design-in active and sustainable transport, by introducing modern cycling 
facilities and accommodation. Dedicated end-of-trip facilities will include a mix of cycle 
storage, including for disabled cyclists as well as changing facilities, secure lockers and 
showers.
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Public realm and ground-floor activation
The existing relationship between the building and street is, as well as the public realm 
around the site are tight and of poor-quality. The public realm suffers from narrow 
footpaths with pinchpoints and the building lacks accessible access. Many of the facades 
at ground-level are inactive, and do not provide any street activity at this important 
location. In addition, the wayfinding around the site is ineffective.  

Our proposals seek to significantly improve the public realm around the site, with new, 
prominent entrance points for the building and increased public realm width on Islington 
High Street and City Road. The design will activate the elevations to ensure the building 
welcomes people in and around, and also introduces a better entrance for cyclists on 
Torrens Street. 

Islington High Street

Torrens Street

C
ity

 R
oa

d

RBS 
Building

London 
Underground

Ticket Hall

Brewhouse 
Pub

Office

Office 
Lobby

Office

Former
WCs

Unused Connection

Steps up to Entrance

Multiple poorly sign-posted main 
entrances off of courtyard

Stairs with no accessible
(wheelchair) access

c. 2.5m

Inactive facades with no 
street activity

Cycle entry 
through vehicle 
ramp 

Pinchpoints of 
public realm

c. 2.7m

c. 2.8m

c. 2.5m

low external levels

higher external levels
Existing Condition
Ground Floor + Public Realm

Islington High Street

Torrens Street

C
ity

 R
oa

d

RBS 
Building

London 
Underground

Ticket Hall

London 
Underground

Ticket Hall

Cyclist 
Entrance

Brewhouse 
Pub

c. 6m

c. 4m

c. 8m

Office Lobby

Affordable
Office

Clear View
Clear Access
Clear Connection

New Public 
Street

Active street to all 
elevations

Entry from 

Islington 

High Street

Cafe

Increased Public Realm 
Ground Floor + Public Realm

Proposal
Link to Islington High Street

A new through-route for the site 
is proposed, connecting Islington 
High Street to Torrens Street by a 
new public courtyard to the north 
of the building. We believe that 
this will encourage connections 
through the local area, and be 
properly managed and well-lit to 
reduce anti-social behavior and 
ensure the safety of all. 

The proposals include the 
reprovision of the pub, with a 
more convivial opening out onto 
Torrens Street.



Sustainability
In addition to providing new affordable 
workspace, we aim to be sustainable 
in our approach. The proposed 
development will retain much of 
the existing building structure (and 
associated embodied carbon, and 
enhance the energy efficiency of the 
building by introducing new, all-electric 
building services equipment.

We are also proposing to introduce 
substantial planting and urban greenery 
at both ground floor and upper levels. 
This will contribute positively to the 
design of the building, encourage new 
wildlife and the feel of the local area.

Finally, the proposals are targeted to be 
ready for net-zero in operation in line with 
the targets of Islington Council.
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Next Steps
Thank you for taking the time to look 
through our proposals for 1 Torrens Street. 
We hope you found this Virtual Exhibition 
informative and useful. 

We would appreciate it if you could fill in 
our feedback form on the “Have Your Say” 
page. Your thoughts and feedback will be 
very helpful as we finalise our proposals 
ahead of submitting a planning 
application to L.B. Islington.

If you have any questions or know 
someone who requires support accessing 
this information and may require physical 
copies, please do get in touch with the 
project team on the details below:

Proposal
Approach from Liverpool Road

1torrensstreet@kandaconsulting.co.uk

0203 900 3676

1torrensstreet.co.uk


